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it is of persia. Here is buried Cyro kinge of hab:;on, he that
cornanded to bylde agene the temple of Jerusalem, and also
here lieth xerxes king of babilon. In this sucia was the house
of tresour of the kinges of percia and of media which ~,ver lordes
of sucia and thes dwelled in sucia in \vynter and in some: in/./. 63:*
yrcania, for sucia is a lond humlde therfore it is not heithful! in
somer and yrcania is of pure ayres. The parthos brvnee ther
catall to sucia to pasture in the \vynter,for it is hote and olentie
of grasse, but in somer it is so hote that at rnydcaie thei dare
not go fourthe, and thei sale the cause is that on the north Dart
the hilles be so hie that thei defende the northerlie wyndes
that it cannot come to themT and the sotheriy wyndes do
contynue there very moche in the somer1. frrom baldac to the
persian see is all playne contrey and faire, where be rr.anv noble
cities and riche and of grete trat. Xo\v thei call this lond of
sucia the kyngdom of mosul, wherin one tyme \vas a calif an
enemye to the cristian people and bethought how he myght
destroye them or elles bryng them to be mores to beleve upon
the secte of rnahonia, and on a tyme comanded them to come
before him and said that ther gospell did sale and if thei had
asmoche fathe as the quantytie of a corne of niustarde thei
should saie to an hill to remove out of his place to an other and myrade
it shuld do so, wherfore he comaimded them that thei shuld sale
to an hille that stode there that it shulde remove to an other
certyn place, and If It wold not remove that then tfcer gospel war
untrue and thei shuld become mores or elles he wold put them
al to deathe, and so geven this hard comaundment the cristen
men fyll to praler, and bethought among them of one that was a
shomaker and had but one eye and was takyn among them for a
man of parfyt lyving and of gret faithe, so thei desired him to
praie unto god to shewe his miracle there, and god hard ther/,/. 6^r
prayer so that the hall removed to the place where the calif had
commanded and poynted, and when the calif sawe this he
became crystened-. In this sucia going from baldac by the river
1 The south winds add the discomfort of high absolute humidity
to the excessive temperatures especially in spring and autumn.
- This story is from Marco Polo.